The Rareſt Ballad that ever was ſeen; = 
Of the Blind Beggers Daughter of Bednal-green. 


- was a Blind Begger that long {off his ſight, By Father, quoth ſhe,is plain to be ſeen 
185 bad a fair dangbter molt pleaſant and bzight, The filly blind begger of Bednal⸗green, 


And many a gallant bzave Daitoz had lhe, That daily ſits begging fo2 charity, 

Fo? none was (o comely as pꝛetty Beſlee. He is the good father of pzetty Belle. 

And though ſhe was of favour moſt fair, Mis marks and his tokens are known full well, 
Pet ſeeing ſhe was but a Begger his heir Be alwaps is led with a dog and a bell, 

Ok ancient houſe-keepers delpiſed was ſhe, A ſiliy old man God knoweth is he, 


Whoſe Sons came as Suitoꝛs to pꝛetty Beſſee · Yet he is the father of pzetty 1Beffce, | 


Wherefo2e in great ſozrow fair Beſsce did ſap, Map then quoth the Perchant, thou art not fog me 


Good Father and Mother let me go away, Noz quoth rhe Anholder my Mike hall not be, 


To ſeck out my foꝛtune where ever it be; I loath (quoth the Gentleman) a beggers degree, 


This ſuit was then granted to pꝛetty B-[«cc Therefoze fare yon well my pꝛetty Beſt:e. 


Then B. eee that was of beauty moſt bzight, Muy then (qnoth the Knight) hap better oz wozſe, 


They clad in gray Ruſſet and late in the night, A weigh not true love by the weight of the purſe, 
From Father and Mother alone parted (he, And beauty is beauty in every degree. 

Who ſighed and ſobbed fox pꝛetty B (ee. Typen welcome to me mp pꝛetty BBeſſee, 

Sbe went till che came at Stratfozd at Bow, Wilith thee to thy Father fozthwith will J go, 

- Then knew ſhe not whether noz which wap to go Nay ſoft (quoth his Kinſman) it maſt not be co, 


With tears ſhe lamented her hard deſtiny, 4 beggers daughter no Lady ſhall be, 
So (ad and ſo heavy was p2etty Bcſcee. Then take thy adieu of pzetty Beſſee, 
She kept on her-fournep until it was dap, And ſoon after this by bzeak of the day, 


And went un'o Kumfo2d along the high-way, 
And at the Rings⸗ arms entertained was lhe, The young men of Numkoꝛd lo ſick as map be, 
Do fair and well⸗ kavoured was p2etty B. ce. Rove after to fetch again pꝛetty Belle. ä 
She had not been there one month to an end, As ſwift as the wind to ride they were ſeen, 

But Maſter, and Piſfreſs and all was her friend, Until they came neer to Bednal⸗green, 

And every bzave Gallant that once div her lee And as the Knight lighted moft courteouſſy. 
Was ſtraight⸗way in love with pꝛetty B ſ ee. They fougt;t againſt him foꝛ pꝛetty Befſee, 
Gzeat gikts they did ſend her of ſilver and gold, Bat reſcue came pzeſently ov r the Plain, 


The Knight bad from Rumfo2d ſfole Beſſee away, 


And in their Songs vaily her love thep extold, D2 elſe the Knight foz his love there had been lain- 


Yer beautp was blazed in every degret, The frap being ended then ſtraigbt he did ſ&, 
Do fair and lo comely was pzetty Belsecs Bis Kinſman come railing fo2 pꝛetty B.fH. 
The poung men of Ramfozd in her had their jop, Then ſpake the blind begger, although I be pooz, 
Sde Gew'd her ſelf courteous bat never too coy, Rail not againſt my child at mine own dooz, 
And at their commandment {till would ſhe be, Though ſhe be not deckt with Uelv?t and Prarl, 


Do fair and lo comely was pꝛetty Beſsce. © et will 4 dzop Angels with ther fo; my Girl: 
Four Suitoꝛs at once unto her did go, nd then if mp Gold will better her birth, 
Thep eraved her favour but ſtill ſhe ſaid no And equal the Gold that you lap on the carth, 

I would not wich Gentlemen to marry with me: Then neither rail noz grudge von to (ee 

Pet ever thep honovred petty Bice, : The blind beggers danghter a Lady to be: 

The one of them was a gallant poung Knight, But ficſt J will hear and have it well known, 
And he came to her diſcuis'o in the night, The gold that yon dꝛop ſhall be all pour own. 
The ſecond a Geutleman of good degree, With that they replped contented we be, 

Mo wooed and (id fot pzettp B. f ee. Then there's (quoth the b:gaer ) fo? pꝛetty B. ſlee 


A Merchant of Lond.whoſe wealth was not mall Mith that an Angel ke caff on the ground, 
Was then the third Snitoz, and pz oper withal, Andd2opped in Angels full thzee thouſand poand, 
Her Maſters own Don the fourth man muſt be, And oftentimes it pꝛoved moſt plain. 

Mho ſwoze he woald dye foz pꝛetty Beffee. F02 the gentlemans on? the begger dzopt tivain: 
And if thon wilt marry with me. qd the Knight, o as the place whereas he did fit, 

Ale make thee a Lady with jop and delight, With gold was covered every whit: 

Mp heart is inthzailed by thy beauty, The Gentleman having dꝛopt all his ſtoꝛe, 
Then grant me thy favour my pꝛetty Beſlee. Said, begger hold, foz J 852 no mote, 

The Gentleman laid, come Parry with me, Thon haſt falftlled thy p2omiſe aright. 


In ſilks and in Uelvet my B:N:e ſhall be, Then marrp my Girl, quoth he to the Kinght, 
My heart Lives diſtreſted, O hear me, quoth be, And here, quoth he, J'le thꝛow pon down, 
And grant me thy love my pꝛetty Beſee. A hnndzed pound moꝛe to bup her a Gown ; 


Let me be 4 the Merchant did ſay, The Gentlemen all that this treaſure had ſeen, 
hon halt livecr London moff gallant and gay admired the beggar of Bednal-gren, 
$ dy ſhips ſhall ding home rich ſewels fo; thee, And thoſe that were her @nitors before, 


Ind I will fon ever love pzetty Beſtee. CTheir fleſh for verb anger they tore: 

Chen Beſffee ſhe ſtghed, and thus (hz did ſap, Thus was their Beil matcht to a Knicht, 

Sy Father and other 4 mean fo obey, And made a Lady in others deſpight, 

Firlf get their good will and be faithful to me, A fairer Lady there never was ſten, 

And you ſhall enjoy pour pretty Beſſee, Zhen the beggars daughter of Bednal- green: 

To every one this anſwer ſhe made, But of her ſumptuous Marriage and Fealf, 
Mdherefoze unto her they fapfal lip ſaid, And what brave Lords and Kts-thither was. prefx, 
vis thing to fulfil we all do agree, The ſecond part ſhall ſet forth to pour ſight, 


where dwells thy Father mp pzefty Bellee. Mith marvellous pleaſare and wiſhed delight? + 
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F a blind beggers daught moſt fair & bzigbt, 
Oba late was betrothed to a young Knight 
Al the diſcourſes thereof you may ſee, 
But now comes the Wedding of pzetty Beſſee. 
Within a gallant pallace moſt bzave, 

Adoꝛzned with all the coſt they could have, 

This Wedding was kept moſt ſumtnoufly, 
Ind all foz the love of petty Beſſee.. 

An kind of vainties and delicates ſweet, (meet, 


Was bzought to their banquet as was thought 


Patride, Plover, and Ueniſon moſt free, 
Againft the bzave Wedding of pzecty Beſlee. 
This wedding thzough Engl. was ſpzead by re- 
So þ a great number thereto did reſozt, (pozt, 
Of Nobles and Eentiles of every degree, 
And all foz the fame of pzetty Beſſee. 

To Church then went this gaflant young Kt. 
His Bꝛide followed after like à Lady moſt bzight, 
With troops of Ladies the like was ner ſ&n, 
As went with ſweet Beſſee of Bednal-green, 
This wedding being lolemnized then, 
With Muſick perfozmed by skilful men, 

The Nobles and Gentiles (at down at that tide, 
Each one beholding the beautiful bzide. 

But after this ſumptuous dinner was done, 

To talk and to reaſon a number begin, 

Df ths blind beggers daughter moſt bzight, 
And what with his daughter he gave to ß Ke. 
Typen ſpeak the Nobles much marvel have we, 
The folly blind begger we cannot here ſee : 
Mp Lo2ds, quoth the Bzide, my fathers ſo baſe, 
He's loth with bis pzeſence theſe ſtates to dil- 
p p2aile of a woman in queſtion to bzing, (grace, 
Belkoze her own face were a flattering thing. 
due think thy fathers baſeneſs, quoth they, 
Might by thy beauty be clean put away, 

Thep had no ſoonsr theſe pleaſant wozbs ſpoke, 
But in comes the Begger with a Mlken Cloke, 
A velvet Cap and a Feather had he, 

And now a Yuſttian foz\ooth he would be, 
Andbeing led in from caiching ofharm, 

He had a dainty Lute under bis arm; 

Said, plesſe vou hear any Muflek of me, 

A Song J will ung you of pzetty Beſſee. 

With that his Lute he twang'o ftraight wap, 
And thereon began moſt ſweetly to plap, 

And after a leſſon was plaid two oz thzee, 

He ftrain'd out this ſong moſt delicately. 


Beggers Daughter did dwell on the green; 
wit for her beauty may well be a Queen, 
A blith bonny Laſs and dainty was ſhe, 

And many a one called herpretty ZBeſſee. 
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He Fithee bad us foodnor no lands? | 
But begged for a penny all day with his hands? 
And yer for her Marriage gave thouſands three; 
Yet {till hath ſomewhat for pretty Zeſſec. 
And if anyone ber birch do diſdain, 
Her Father is ready with might and with main 
To prove ſhe is come of a Noble degree, 
Therefore let none flout at my pretty Beſſe: 
With that the Lozds and company round, 
UUith hearty Laughter was ready to ſound; - 
At laft,ſaid the Lo2ds, full well we may ſee, 
The Bzide and the beggers beholning to thee; 
UUith that the Bzide all blufhing did riſe 
UUith the ſalt water within her fair eyes: 
Pardon my Father, grave Nobles(quoch Me) 
That thzough blind affection thus doteth on me: 
Ifthis be thy Father the Noble did ſap, 

Well map he be pꝛoud of this happp dap, 

Pet by his Countenance wel we map ſee; 

Hts Birth with his foztune didnever agree; 
And therefoze Blind Beggar we pꝛap p bcwzay; 
And loo that the truth to us thou do la 
Thy Birth and thy Parentage what it might be 
Even foz the love thou beareft to pꝛetty Beſſec. 
Then give meleave pou Gentiles each one 

A ſong moze to fing and then t'le be gone; 

And tt that J do not win good report, 

Then do not give me a groat foz my ſpozt: 
W Hen firſt our King his Fame did advance 
VV And fought for his title in delicate Francs 
In many places great perils paſt he, a 
But then was not born my pretty Boſe. 

And in thoſe Wars went over to fight, 

Many a brave Duke, a Lord, and a Knight; 

And with them young oxford of courage ſo free 
But then was not born my pretty Beſſee. (face 
And there did young Monford with a blow o'tck 
Loſe both his eyes in a very ſhort ſpace, 
His life alſo had been gone with his light, 
Had not a young woman come forth lch night, 
Amongſt the ſiain men her fancy did move, 
To ſearch and to ſeek for her own true love; 


Who ſeein vanng A Ath 75 . 
She ſaved his lite thr ond her 9 wy 


And then all our victuals in Beggers atti re, 


At hands of good people we then di ire : 
At laſt in to api — now it is —— ' 
We came and remained at Bedyal- —_ 
And thus we have lived in fortunes diſpight, 
Though poor, yet contented witk humble delight 
_ ” my old you g comfort to be, 

od ſent me a Daughter call'd prett 
And thus you Nobles my Son Ido EI: 
Hop ing the ſame no man doth offend : 
Full forty long Winters thus have I bees, 
A lily blind Begger of Bedual. green. 
Now when the company every one, 


» 
4 


Did hear the ſtrange tale in ſong he had how 


They were all amazed,as well thep mi ; 
Both at the blind Begger and ws — "oh 
With that the fair Bꝛide, they then did imbꝛace 
Saping vou are come of an honourable rate, 
Thy Father likewiſe of a bigh degree 

And thou as woꝛthp a Lady to be: 1 
Thus was the Feaft ended with joy andidelight 

A happy B2ide-grom was made the poung Kts. 
UWhb lived in jop and felicity - 
With his fair Lady pzetry Beſſee. 
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